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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Examiner 



Group Art Unit 



- The MAfUNG DATE of this communicatjon appears on the cover sheet beneath the conespondence address- 
Period for Reply 



3j:rM0NTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- ExtenskDfis of time nray be available under the prowsio^ In no everit however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MOhXTMS 
from the maiiing date of this communication. 

- If period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a re^ 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SDC (6) MOhfTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (36 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than throe nx)nths after the mailing date of this coiT^ 
temi adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

^^ftjl^esponsive to communication(s) filed on 

J^lhis action is HNAL. 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, pposecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claims 

S^CIaim(s) 



Of the above clalm(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s} 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



— is/are allowed. 

— is/are rejected. 

— is/are objected to. 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 
n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(8) 



n Infonnation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449. Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

a Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



Office Action Summary 
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1 . A response (Paper No. 12) has been filed on July 22. 2002. 

2. Claims being examined are 1-6. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sun 
et al USP 6124391) in view of Dahmen et al (USP 5409771). 

This rejection is incorporated here by reference from prior Office Action, Paper 
No. 10. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed July 22, 2002 (Paper No. 12) have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

On pages 1 and 2 (of above paper) the applicants argue that the claimed product 
is different from that of prior art, in having been prepared by first mixing polymer and 
fiber and then in situ neutralizing the blend. This argument is not persuasive because 
instant claims 1-6 are directed to a product and not to process. It is the examiner's 
position that the product of prior art reads on that which is claimed even though the 
latter is made by a process which is different from the one used for preparing the former 
one. Applicants have not established that their product is patentabily distinguishable 
from that of prior art. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry conceming this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to U.K. Rajguru whose telephone number is 703-308-3224. The examiner can 
generally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am-6:00 pm. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James J. Seidleck can be reached on 703-308-2462. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 




U.K.Rjguru/bh 
November 18, 2002 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office con^munication concerning the above identified 
application. 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

ADDlicant has provided clear evidence that the ofice action with a mail date of 1 1/26/02 was not 
ttul^Sy mafled untU 2/27/03. Thus , the period for response has been restarted to begin with the 
mailing date of this letter. 
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